
The Alliance against Anti-Semitism, Kassel (Germany), condemns the participation of anti-Israeli 
activists in Documenta Fifteen.

During 2021, various press reports have stated that the artistic team, whose working concept is 
based on the Indonesian collective concept of the "lumbung", will include "Khalil al Sakakini 
Cultural Center (KSCC)" from Ramallah. To our knowledge, there have been no inquiries about 
who the KSCC is. On Dec. 12, 2021, the newspaper, Hessische Niedersächsische Allgemeine, 
mentioned another, but previously unknown group from Ramallah with the name "The Question of 
Funding", which is also to be included in the "lumbung" artistic group. Again, there was no inquiry 
or clarification as to who "The Question of Funding" actually is. Meanwhile, the KSCC is no longer
listed by Documenta Fifteen on its website or in the corresponding social media. It seems the center 
has been replaced by the group "The Question of Funding".

Yazan Khalili and Lara Khaldi are presented as spokespersons or representatives of this group by 
the "ruangrupa", which selects the artists exhibiting at the upcoming documenta. Yazan Khalili was 
the director of KSCC until 2019, and Lara Khaldi from 2011 - 2013. KSCC is named after Khalil al 
Sakakini (1878-1953). Sakakini was a Palestinian nationalist, an anti-Jewish and anti-Zionist 
activist. He saw himself as a supporter of Nazism, came out early against the immigration of 
European Jews to Palestine, advocated cooperation with Nazi Germany and fascist Italy, welcomed 
terrorist attacks against Jews, and supported the Arab uprising in Palestine in 1936, which resulted 
in numerous attacks on Jews. Yazan Khalili and Lara Khaldi, like the center itself, are supporters of 
the anti-Semitic BDS (Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions) movement. Khalili outed himself as an anti-
Semitic thug while agitating for the abolition of the Jewish state of Israel.

The Documenta Fifteen advisory board includes Smart Kanwar and Charles Esche, activists who’ve
defended BDS. Also in the "ruangrupa" and in the "Artistic-Team", which belongs to the 
"ruruHaus", there are other persons who are supporters of the anti-Semitic BDS initiative. Two of 
the representatives, Ada Darmawan and Farid Rakun, have signed onto petitiones and open letters 
abvocating the boycott of israel. Ada Darmawan is a supporter from A Letter Against Apartheid“, 
Farid Rakun signed the „Open letter to the Fundacao Beinal Sao Paulo“. Together in the “lumbung” 
group with "The Question of Funding", they define their individual cultural contributions as part of 
the fight against the Jewish state of Israel. As was the case with Documenta 14, there is now a 
renewed danger that Kassel will become a focal point of anti-Israeli and anti-Semitic agitation 
during the Documenta.

On May 17, 2019, the German Bundestag decided in a federal resolution that individuals and 
groups who support the BDS initiative may not be promoted or supported with public funds. With 
Kassel mayor Christian Geselle, there is however a member on the supervisory board of Documenta
Fifteen who has continually emphasized that he, personally, and the city of Kassel felt a special 
bond with Israel.

Concerning the topics brought forth in this letter, we believe that the city of Kassel is obligated to to
position itself. We believe that supporters of the BDS movement have no place in the various 
committees of Documenta. Groups and individuals who support the BDS movement and similar 
boycott initiatives against Israel should not be allowed space in exhibitions, especially in those 
which are supported with public funds. We hope that the mayor of Kassel will use his influence as 
chairman of the supervisory board to clearly and publicly advocate compliance with the 
aforementioned Bundestag resolution at the upcoming Documenta.

You can find a detailed discussion on our blog:


